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found between Esperance, West-
ern Australia, and Rawlinna, 
Western Australia, the Shire of 
Esperance, fined the United 
States $400 for littering. 
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His directing career 
branched out from 
Star Trek to shows 
like “Charmed,” 
“JAG,” and the “Tiger 
Woods Story.”  His 
most recent directo-
rial project, "Reach 
For Me", will be in 
theaters in 2008. 

LeVar’s talents are 
not all in the film or 
television industry.  
He has also pub-
lished a book titled 
“Aftermath,” in 1997. 

LeVar Burton, known 
to Star Trek fans as 
Geordi La Forge, is a 
man who has grown 
from a young actor to 
a talented actor, di-
rector and producer.  
To his Star Trek 
credit he not only had 
a recurring role in 
The Next Generation 
tv show, but he has 
also appeared in all 
of the Next Genera-
tion movies. 

Levar Burton was 
born in Landstuhl, 
West Germany on 
February 16, 1957.  
His full name is 
Lavardis Robert Mar-
tyn Burton, Jr.  His 
father was a career 
Army man who left 
the military service in 
1976, just as LeVar’s 
career was beginning 
to gain notoriety.  

He graduated from 
the University of 
Southern California 
with a degree in 
theater.  

In 1992 he married 
Stephanie Cozart.   
They met during the 
filming of “Roots: The 
Gift” in 1988.  
Stephanie is a 
makeup artist. They 
have one child,  
Michaela Jean, born 
in1995. 

Other than Star Trek 
LeVar is probably 
best know for his act-
ing role in the epic 
film “Roots” as young 
Kunta Kinte. While 
he was a sophomore 
at USC he auditioned 
and was awarded the 
role.  

 He is a passionate 
supporter of reading 
in young people. To 
support his convic-
tion for literacy Levar 

was the host of 150 
episodes of the 
“Reading Rainbow“ 
from 1983 to 2005.  
He was also part of 
the cast of the ani-
mated series, 
“Captain Planet” 
which was to em-
power children to be 
environmentally re-
sponsible.   

His career has 
spanned all venues 
of entertainment from 
the game show 
$10,0000 Pyramid 
and the World Poker 
tour  to voice work in 
“Family Guy” and ap-
pearances on various 
talk shows. . 

LeVar Burton also 
was the strongest 
link in the special 
Star Trek Episode of 
The Weakest Link, 
winning $167,500 for 
his charity. His final 
opponent was Robert 
Picardo. It was a re-
cord for the show. 

As of November 
2003 he holds the re-
cord for the most 
number of Star Trek 
episodes directed by 
a Star Trek actor. He 
has directed more 
than two-dozen epi-
sodes for every one 
of the four "modern 
era" Trek series.   

LeVar Burton 
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LeVar Burton as 
Geordi LaForge 

LeVar Burton, Gates 
McFadden and Michael 
Dorn 
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May 24           (Mission) Monthly Meeting at China  Star,  1:30 p.m. 
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May 26           (Mission) Holiday BBQ  
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